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PROPERTY REGISTRY OVERVIEW 
The Problem 

The link between foreclosed properties and 
community blight was already well documented 
before the 2008 financial downturns. After the 
crisis, municipalities enacted ordinances to 
mitigate adverse impacts on neighborhoods with 
abandoned housing stock by requiring banks or 
property managers to identify, maintain and 
secure abandoned housing. During the financial 
crisis, record-number foreclosures, combined 
with local policy, made banks the largest 
landlord in the U.S. The unintended 
consequence of the new regulations left banks 
and communities struggling to manage their new 
property registration responsibilities cost 
effectively and efficiently. 
 
The Solution 

Property Registration is a turn-key 
registration and compliance solution to 
assist municipalities identify and manage 
defaulted and foreclosed properties. 

Designed and built by IT, legal, mortgage 
banking and government professionals, 
Property Registration, connects 
municipalities with property owners, 
quickly and efficiently. 

System Features: 

§ Property Registry is a robust, user 
friendly portal and database for 
municipalities to search, track and 
manage defaulted and foreclosed 
properties. 

§ Property Registry provides an 
interactive communications system 
between municipalities and property 
owners to expedite registration and 
compliance issues. 

§ Property Registry is an accounting 
and reporting tool for revenue 
identification and recovery. 

§ Property Registry is a management 
tool that provides monthly 
accounting summaries to property 
owners. 

Benefits: 

§ Property Registry is an efficient and 
cost-effective property management 
tool that offers municipalities a 

growing and dependable revenue 
stream. 

§ Property Registry helps 
municipalities proactively fight 
neighborhood blight and depressed 
housing values by holding property 
owners accountable for real estate 
holdings. Research shows that 
foreclosures can depress market 
value home values between .09% 
and 8.7%. 

§ Property Registry helps reduce the 
volume of abandoned properties and 
the potential for crime. The link 
between vacant properties and 
neighborhood crime is well 
documented by both 
criminologists and sociologists.  

§ Property-Registry connects the 
municipality with the 
mortgagee and the correct 
responsible parties. We handle 
all communications, tracking, 
fee collection, and reporting.  

Our portal provides an easy-to-use yet 
robust property search feature. Your staff 
can obtain accurate contact information 
for responsible parties. Registration 
status, direct communications, and 
report generation are all easily available 
within reach. 

Property-Registry was designed, built, 
and operated by a team with deep 
technology, legal, mortgage banking and 
government solutions experience. 

 

 



Foreclosures depress the sales price of nearby 
homes by as little as 0.9 percent to as much as 

8.7 percent. 
Research demonstrates that additional foreclosures 
lead on average to a 1 percent increase in additional 
crimes, especially violent ones. 
A study in Pittsburgh found that a house in 
foreclosure did not affect crime until the property 
became vacant and the longer periods of vacancy 
have a greater effect on crime rates. 
A study of Philadelphia found an association between 
vacant properties and the risk of assault—vacancy 
was the strongest indicator among other 
socioeconomic and demographic variables for 
predicting crime. 

 
from “The Basics of Blight” published 2016 - Virginia 
Tech, Ford Foundation, and Metropolitan Institute 

 

 

Getting Started 

▪ Property-Registry will assist with ordinance Industry 
standard language as needed upon request. Typically, 
this includes obligation to register all properties in 
default, regardless of occupancy status. This is in 
recognition that the greatest blight risk starts at time of 
default.   

▪ Property-Registry will proactively identify properties with 
the obligation to register, identifying the correct contacts 
for these parties, and will inform of the obligation to 
register in accordance with the enacted ordinance. 

▪ Property-Registry has developed a powerful, user-
friendly registration portal though which compliance will 
be efficiently maximized and tracked. 

▪ Property-Registry will maintain the Registration Program 
in its entirety, handling the program including 
partnership announcement and prompt response to all 
inquiries from mortgagees, property preservation 
companies, foreclosure attorneys, title companies, 
realtors and related parties.   

▪ Property-Registry will remit fees and accounting 
summaries monthly. 

For more information or to schedule a Property-Registry 
demo please email us at:partner@commacksolutions.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


